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INTRODUCTION

On a cold winter's day in February 2005, Nelson Mandela addressed thousands in London'’s
Trafalgar Square and called for unprecedented action to overcome poverty and injustice.

He stirred the world to act. But his call to “make poverty history” was not an end in itself. He
knew that overcoming extreme poverty was a vital step towards dignity and the protection of
fundamental human rights. “While poverty persists”, he said, “there is no true freedom”.

Mandela, after 27 years behind bars, knew the meaning of freedom more than anyone. It was
the destination of the long walk that defined his life, and the guiding ambition for the post-
apartheid South Africa he led. His approach resonated with the constitutional foundations
of the United Nations and of many democratic countries around the world, as well as in

the development thinking of Amartya Sen and others. For generations, freedom has rallied
activists risking their lives to fight injustice, scientists working tirelessly to cure diseases,
women making hard-fought gains for political representation, and leaders acting with
courage and wisdom.

Figures like Martin Luther King, Wangari Maathai, and Eglantyne Jebb fought for freedom.
Freedom from injustice, discrimination, environmental collapse, poverty, and disease. Freedom
for each of us to fulfil our potential, underpinned by the belief that every life has equal value.

On that day in 2005, Nelson Mandela called for action to overcome extreme poverty and
injustice as a means to that end. For those trapped in the “prison of poverty"”, he said, it was
"time to set them free”.

Campaigners around the world took up the call, and policymakers responded with an
ambitious plan to cancel debt, improve and increase aid, and make trade fair. Decisions
taken in 2005 were not all that campaigners demanded, but they nevertheless triggered an
era of action and catalysed a new path for progress in international development that had
previously been absent.

Twenty years on, how far has the world progressed in Mandela’s long walk to freedom? How
has it changed since 20057 What does “true freedom” look like today? And if Nelson Mandela
were making a similar speech today, what core challenges would he call all of us to take up,
so that people everywhere are free from want, free from fear, and free to thrive?

MAKE POVERTYHISTORY




WHAT WAS THt 2005
MANDELA MOMENT?

In 2005, Nelson Mandela stood before the world and declared poverty “a prison” that must
be broken. Speaking in London to launch the Make Poverty History campaign, he called for
canceling unpayable debt, increasing aid, and reforming trade — not as a gesture of charity,
but as an act of justice.

Under the leadership of Prime Minister Tony Blair and Chancellor Gordon Brown, the UK
hosted the annual G8 summit, chaired the Commission for Africa, and oversaw the first major
review of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) since their launch in 2000. It was also
five years since the Jubilee 2000 campaign secured $110 billion in debt relief for vulnerable
nations — momentum Mandela sought to build upon.

Fifteen years after his release from prison and a decade after apartheid’s end, Mandela's
moral authority was unmatched. Comparing poverty to apartheid and slavery, he urged a new
generation to “be great” and take up the fight for justice.

Millions rallied to his call. Progress followed. Debt relief expanded, aid grew, and global
efforts tackled disease and extreme poverty — helping create economic opportunities for
millions in the years that followed. That progress was uneven and complex. There were
on-going challenges with governance and conflict, and some of the necessary reforms to

international systems were not delivered. But nonetheless, this is an extraordinary story of
human progress.

2005 proved that
bold leadership,
public mobilisation
and international
cooperation

could drive

historic change.




National news

POVI

Mandela tells Britain: i

Nolson Mande
addrossing th

on the pl
G

i
Square ye

always was, the Mandela grin, nota polit- Oh my God. Oh my God”

THE DALY TELEGRAPH_ Friday, Fobruary 3. 2005

‘THE INDEPENDENT
day 4 February 2005

ME NEWS 7

NOT ONLY did he have the
conleit colletin o sivla

Idof, perfnrm ing the
ctions in Trafalgar

as he was concerned, 4
o8 aman who could ighily

Aud, Sir Bob made clear
ta the assembled throng. it

Nelson Mandela and Sir Bob Geldof at yesterday’s Make Poverty History rally in London’s Igar Sqn

The other Nelson towers over Trafalgar Square

{Tmdred o
'being nice,

BY TERRY KIRBY House w
Chief Reporter

balconies were
be greeted with a bear hug
from Sir Bob and a huge

ringed by police.
Sesterdag 1 windows =

those agor to soe and hear
their former president, who

Iooked frail anc

strong and firm: Pove

Mr Mandela may have tray
‘walked with
the aid of a stick but his

voice and his message were wlw eet in Scotland in

behind.” Healso _ Sir Bob said:
nrged people to hnng the politics
the GS leaders,

July t bonour heir pledge
rty. Mr

cheer from the crowd, last spoke there in 2001. and obscene mequxmy were to focus on
estimated at around 20,000. ritish people  the “terril whi
“Like slavery and for their support agains times”, he said, umbanrls the symbol of
apartheid, poverty is not apartheid, “This is — with a group ”The world’s
natural,” “In this new century millons _ ago when {he world s e leaders, he said, “must be
the ral of people in the wor breathtaking advances in Sir Bob, the warm-up act, ~ persuaded to do what they
Maten Doorest countries remain  science, technology, was typically impassioned. ~ are paid for; they must
and in For years, s.nd.’lhl-lgu the world we wish to
edin Squro was whore peop) create”.
vis had spolken oat for sanit, Mr Mandela was taken by
dignity and justice. “And _ car a few yards to South
dyis here we are again,” he said.  Africa House and a
I [iRtis Despite the contribution of reception in his honour.
News © this year’s Band Perhaps, as Sir Bob said,
= S ental of $30m (£16m) it was only  this is a man whose very
owomsET/MOSS to poverty and e itic could e

fulstep ata time. Helo
he will not cometo
The long black coat
ahill 1

Poverty, like
apartheid, is
man-made,
‘says Mandela

peared. The smile wa

Aring of

Martin Wainwright

A peal of melodious bu
u 1

NSO Mandela was ivn 1 i

ol
oLondon. g
Ay the crmd b

3 hours 1o the

s e s
ot e i

he o ¢

iyt mp ‘”'.'?J.‘ Rk e
ca oo o s e o

ik sty and

THE TIMES FRIDAY FEBRUARY 4 2005 e

POLITICS NEWS 25

25

Towering: Nelson

Tnungry for action.

i trade. bt

£ et the
it palt. i for O
5 the president of Africa. - fr Afrca within Nebson Man.

Friday, February 4, 2005 I

bisagoisingysow walk dov
feps o the podi.
the National Gallery had been
obliterated by 3 huge "MAKE
POVERTY RISTORY”sign.
Mr Mandela was dressed all
in black,

evil of
poverty

NELSON MANDELA told world
leaders yesterday not to “look the
ather way' from the evils of poverty
During 2 mess rally in London he
he problems of hunger
s of shve and aparthe;
insisting: “Poverty is not natural.’
The e St Affican presiden
5 offercd

Mr M

under

e g

BY STEPHEN HULL

goveny. be 1old 20,000 peoplein _but
Trafalgar Squ: president. Last n
[ have to Say o ll hose Ieaders, it his S-yeara
do ot look the other way ~ do not
hesitate.” he said. ‘Recognise the
world is hungry for action not words.
Act with courage and vision."
Introduced as the *President of the
World' by Bob Geldof, Mr Mandela,
added: “Overcoming poverty is
not a gesture of charity. It is an act
of justice. It is the protection of a
fundamenal buman righ, theight

rade justice to the poorest countries.
“Massive poverty and obscene
inequality are such terrible scourges
of our times — times in which the
world boasts breathtaking advances
inscience, technology. industry and
wealth accumulation — that they
have to rank alongside slavery and
apartheid as social evils, he said
World leaders should honour
the promise in their Millennium
Declaration to halve extreme

pledged nearly £5
s e
e,
Vo e |
rich countries th
not put up witk
delays and holloy

But, 20 years :
first Live Aid, Mrt
tired of the polit
Twant the politics

trapped in the prison of poverty”, he
added. “Itis time to set them free.

= |

) d
3

DEVELOPI

WORLD

B The World Bay

NELSON MANDELA ioday

woridleaders
mi le

nations in East A
America. More ¢
Africans live on
perdag. Almostt
‘malnourished
around 6,000 peo
Aids.

had_been overfurned in the

® The most comr ral It is man-made and it can be
of low income is s
per cent
average national
which for a singl¢
£118 per week. M
figures show 12.4
are living on inco
this threshold. In
3.6million childre
lived in householc
60 per cent avera

THERE {5 aspectal affinty
son Mandela and

n. It springsfrom the

Tone vigil o aparth

did 21 per ce argnication and o the obt
byl that London was he Home in
- xle {0 50 many ANC m

Fighting on: Nelson Mandela and ‘Sir’ Bob Geldof

BY PATRICK SAWER

overcome and eradicated by the

inces in sci.  est
ence, technology, industry and tem that had Kkept him
peain_ accumiation

gsideslav
a5 Social evis
Addressing the Make Poverty

ist.“Like slavery and they. rank
BRITAIN Spariheid povorty 5 not nate  and aparteid

Londoners should be proud of
this great man’s esteem for us

~|COMMENTARY

BY JUSTIN CARTWRIGHT

fsouth African-born novelist

walking stick

ANN TRENEMAN i i e ot of
POLITICAL SKETCH  the crout it 1ah back form
Syl the TS

WEHADlome o Tt TORI” S i
e o e Nelson Mandea ‘o rgn.
e koo S oo T o
i S i Manaeds
sel! finally appeared. And yet it IM was Somh Africa House, so
s S b 1s the gprthld Y Jeteiy

bruth as Mr Manc del: began filled ~ wit

ofslanguage was uncommonly
restrain his_praise
ota, My iS00
refers o this man as the Presi-
dentof Afric he s “Uns

i GragaMachel, Afer what
scemed an age,
e podium and transfered his

alute: Mandela hails the

of Britain ¢
support thro

History rally, Mr Mandela
urged rich countries to make
significant sieps (gwards irop

lays of the apartheid sys.

but  imprisoned for almost 38 vears,
v he pa

iriute to the British
peaple’s sense of Just
S cersnever thank he people

of

“Im ¢
Feed th
world st

ings. But what he understood

was that the South African

experience was, for the.

ot a triumph of some ideology
& triumph of the human

AR e has often made clear
{hat Londan — despito Mrs

" ince isreleas from Jal 15
years o, Mandela has been a
frequent

was he place m wmﬂ, m amr

London, What he brings to our

mass
der for

e
ofthe secrts of his

appeal s his abilty
Unrough the yposvsies and the

o just this g
Ghrough alt | Mo s old and frail
imation  haps worn down by the Welght
0 m and by his

retain the m«ml o
equitable s

idea of a common humanity.

In Sout

a today some in
ruling the

T
Mandela, we now le:
often ignored at cabinet meet-

arn, was  © bread Novel A

oy
od him abore all

sit we can

de in the
. Above

all, Ibclh-\m nma«n of us

know that he added dignity to

the human race

‘@ .Justin Carturight won the Whit.

aformer Booker Prize nominee  able in

ally for
P isin in’fact. te president
of thew

pliced e 6 the podium or

in London yesterday. Poverty can be cradicated by the actions

POVERTY

tions of human beings, he said

Admiral Nelson is dwarfed as
Mandela exudes air of hlstory

Labour
renews its
personal
attacks on
Tory leader
i oed

LABOUR _unveiled “Britain
Forward Not Back” as s gener-

Aids only last mont, began
ith a'gentle joke: “As yo
recently lnrmally

thing dose to reverence. No
S wold har

nounc it the meesage but it wasthe
from i e and so really ~man tha they
should not be here” His voice ~ “It's good to see a leader who.
wavered and sounded old- isn' cor

anioned s mesage vas i The come I sx Noko
et
‘Overcoming K..:n o the 2011 cenury”
ih poverty is rfwt e d"l = mu?lh; = dﬂ‘
s at
2 gesturel Noon's Column. The square

and_ surrounding _pavements

charity ... It is

In the United States, wris

bands in various colours have
faced lapel ribbons
conscientious accessory of

hoice e Make Porey

caalition
e e wrian 15
become the new must-have
item here and yesterday white
bands were doled out t0 every-
one at the rally.
“This yhite band i rom my
" Mr Mandela said,
o up s e 1 8
ment I want to give this band

ple many of whom were hod-
ing up their camera phones
Oy the satves faced the
wong way but the Admiral in
particular must
et possle 1o turn
s this fhe amous Ne

the protection of
a human n'ghl’

and ask you to take it forward

i, Labour's clec-
tion supremo, said: “It is not
about who Michael Howard is

"'iqaﬁ"“é"a”'”

 Mandea, grasping the
cﬁ‘lldrmrmm
School in

campaign
B b G b ..m"is S maleor
“Overcoming poverly is not ~ break year. The G,
a gesture of charty. It an act
of justice. It s the protection of
3 foncamenal human right
the right to dignity and a de-

o I Traalgar Square wearng i ymbab whits band. e descrlbed ey s 72 torble scourge”

Cry freedom

nd the

eldot insisted. The crowd
Whisted and capped 2 the 0ld
man made his pinul vay up
the ided_ himself

o alting e T Saas
Seemed empty without i

man from

frica wore a fur hat

focus on fut He has
Gty
B
sse
s
Howard's head superimposed
e e

ge1s

IR

S e e S A e e e e

J
TR

CrEs

ii

— 0T

July

Make Poverty History march Edinburgh

The Live 8 concerts
are taking place at

Live 8 concerts

e |

2

Lenna. Bob Gelo, LILTUE

guardian.co.uk/hearafrica05

[MAKE

Africa Calling

510000

g ol
WAKEPOVEATHSTORY.

Schedule

m?"mmmm-,

B |1

'm'uv'v-’l;:;:’lrr :
i
Fa1
EHH ]
it
H §
i
Iihi}
(8!
i
R
fisd
HEE
[
ikl

ot spng s s

Koo st x

o soviase o{ e 8 wre




/0 YEARS OF PROGRESS AND
CHALLENGE SINCE 2000

It would be easy to tell a simple story of progress since 2005, and equally easy to paint a grim
picture of setbacks and struggle. But the true story is more complicated and nuanced. The
last two decades have seen remarkable progress but also rising challenges.

The changes for the better are undeniable:

— Fewer live in extreme poverty. In these two decades, we've gone from more than
one in five people in the world living in extreme poverty to fewer than one in 10. In
2005, 1.4 billion people lived below the extreme poverty line — 21.5% of the world’s
people. In 2024, 8.5% of the global population lived below that line — 692 million
people. Hundreds of millions are no longer below that brutal threshold of extreme
poverty.'

— We live longer lives. For a baby born in 2005, the average life expectancy was 68.1
years. In 2023, it was 73.2 years. Overwhelming improvements in life expectancy
in low and middle-income countries have driven this change. In every part of the
world, people have years more to live, work, love, and learn. In fact, the average
human lives almost 2,000 more days than just two decades ago.?

— Fewer die because of HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis. Deaths from HIV/AIDS
have more than halved, from 1.58 million in 2005% to 630,000 in 2023.%* 77% of
people living with HIV are accessing lifesaving antiretroviral treatment,® compared
to 7% in 2005.¢ 2.35 million people died of TB in 2005, a figure that declined to
1.25 millionin 2023.8

—> Many more children are protected against disease and live past the age of 5.
In 2005, very few children were protected against pneumococcal diseases like
pneumonia and meningitis, or against rotavirus, because the vaccines for these
diseases were not widely available in low- and middle-income countries. By
2023, more than half of the world’s 1-year-olds had received this vital protection.?
The child mortality rate was 6.3% in 2005. That has declined to 3.7% — sparing
hundreds of millions more families the devastating loss of a child."

—> The gender gap in primary education has been eliminated. In 2013, the number
of girls enrolled in primary school matched the number of boys for the first time.
Secondary education also now has virtual parity in enrollment between girls and
boys. Gender gaps in education are narrowing across all income groups.” And
children are getting more time in school than ever, with mean years of schooling
up from 7.4 years in 2005 to 8.7 years in 2022 — more than a year more learning."”

— The world is connected as never before. The last 20 years have seen a huge
increase in internet connectivity (from 16% of the global population to 67%),”® and
2.27 billion more people have access to electricity.™



GLOBAL HEALTH SINCE 2005
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GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT SINCE 2005
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Life is far better than it was two decades ago for a huge part of the world’s population. But
that is not the whole picture. Alongside these positive trends:

—> Many still face poverty, hunger, and preventable disease. 733 million people
went to bed hungry in 2024.15 Nearly 800 women die every day from pregnancy or
childbirth.16 And while fewer are below the extreme poverty line, 1.73 billion people
live just above it, surviving on less than $3.65 per day.”

— The climate and nature emergency has become more real than ever. The
enormous challenge of global climate change, and the global nature crisis have
become more and more urgent since 2005. 2024 was the hottest year on record.
The last 10 years have all broken records too.” The world now produces more than
20% more greenhouse gas emissions every year than it did in 2005, more than
10 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent.?® Meanwhile the total biodiversity in the world
(total numbers of all species) has declined by over 30% from 2005 to 2025.%

— More people are living under the horror of war and conflict. There are almost
twice as many active conflicts in the world today than there were in 2005.
The world is experiencing the highest number of conflicts since World War 11.22
One in six children live in an area affected by conflict.?® In 2022, around 600
million women (15% of women globally) resided within 50 kilometers (31 miles)
of an armed conflict in conditions where violence against women and girls is
widespread and can increase rapidly and unpredictably.?*

— Autocratic rule and corruption are on the rise. Fewer than one in five of us live
in a liberal democracy.?® And corruption remains a major challenge globally as
citizens have lost trust in their governments. The average level of human rights,
and political freedoms, and the total number of free democracies around the
world, have been declining every year since 2005.2¢

— Progress on gender equality is rolling back. The UN estimates that it will take 286
years to close legal gaps between men and women in the world of work; 140 years
for women to achieve equal representation in leadership; and at least 40 years to
see equality between men and women in national parliaments.?’

—> COVID-19 has set back progress. Meanwhile COVID-19 and its associated
impacts have significantly undermined progress towards the Sustainable
Development Goals.?8 During COVID-19, women were the first to lose their jobs,
and as markets recovered, the last to regain employment.

Looking beyond these positive and negative trends, there are more subtle factors to be
considered. The 2008 financial crash, the escalating climate crisis, growing inequality within
and between nations, and increasing political and social divisions have reshaped the global
landscape. As a result, a series of vulnerabilities may be coming home to roost.

Quantitative easing led to a low-interest rate environment, which encouraged countries to
borrow from bond markets. China increased its lending to many countries for infrastructure
projects backed by a commodity super-cycle. While much of this money was used well, weak
debt management created vulnerabilities to global shocks.



The COVID-19 pandemic deepened economic and social disparities around the world. The
inflation that followed significant fiscal stimulus packages and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
drove up global interest rates. This fiscal tightening had knock-on effects for vulnerable
countries and the cost of servicing their debt skyrocketed. As a result, the most vulnerable
people in those countries have seen their opportunities and safety erode.

HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE WORLD

Index from O (no rights) to 1 (most rights)

0.7

0.68

0.66

2005 2010 2015 2020

Source: V-Dem retrieved from Our World in Data « The index captures the extent to which people are free from
government torture, political killings, and forced labor; they have property rights; and enjoy the freedoms of
movement, religion, expression, and association.

NUMBER OF ONGOING CONFLICTS IN THE WORLD

150

100

2005 2010 2015 2020

Source: Uppsala Conflict Data Program retrieved from Our World in Data




GLOBAL GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS
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At the same time, global power has shifted. The 2005 world of the G8 — dominated by the old
Western powers — has given way to the G20, where emerging powers like China, India, and
Brazil wield greater influence. This more multipolar world reflects the successes of economic
development, but also introduces competing visions for global governance, democracy, and
human rights.



In this transformed context, nations like the UK — less dominant than before but still one of
the world’s wealthiest and most globally connected economies, with significant soft power
assets — can play a critical role in tackling shared challenges such as climate change,
poverty, and inequality, and their interconnected impact on gender equality. The UK's
necessary evolution from a G8 leader to a G20 team player allows it to remain ambitious and
progressive in its international engagement.

WHAT MIGRT A 2025
MANDELA+20 MOMENT
L OOK LIKE?

Given the mixed picture of progress and challenges, especially in the last few years, how do we
give ourselves the best chance of success in 2025 and beyond? And what would Nelson Mandela’s
challenge be to the world today? What call to action would he issue to a new generation, one that
both honors the progress of the past two decades and confronts today’s emerging crises?

The first key to answering this is recognizing and reinforcing the new picture of global
leadership. In 2025, South Africa picked up the baton of leadership as chair of the G20
group, representing 85% of global GDP, 75% of international trade, and 64% of the world’s
population.?? South Africa is rightly shining a spotlight on Africa and the Global South during
its presidency. It is focusing on “people-driven, sustainable development”, and will prioritise
inclusive economic growth, industrialisation, employment and reduced inequality, food
security, artificial intelligence, data governance, and innovation for sustainable development.

These priorities reflect the desires of billions of people to secure decent work and build
prosperity for themselves and their families.

A second step is to seize the opportunities that can emerge from crisis and change.
Alongside a hoped-for easing of conflict in 2025, we will see a need for reconstruction in
Ukraine, Gaza, Sudan, and many other parts of the world facing war and poverty. We also
need reform of outdated patriarchal global financial structures within which the majority
world remains excluded. Even advanced countries will need a reconstruction of their own

— retrofitting houses, transitioning to clean infrastructure, addressing gender disparity in
the impacts of climate change, and reducing our energy reliance on autocratic leaders. And
adapting our education and skills base to the age of artificial intelligence, hyper connectivity,
and the increasing risk of dis and misinformation will be vital.

Wherever we live in the world, global challenges rebound on us at home. To grapple only with
the effects of war, poverty, climate change, pandemics, or irregular migration when they
arrive on our doorstep is to set ourselves up to fail.



A"FRAMEWORK
FOR FREEDOM”

Invoking the spirit of Mandela and recognising the priorities of this year's South African G20
presidency, we propose a “Framework for Freedom”. We offer this framework as a way of
understanding and organising the issues where action is needed. This can then allow further
plans to be developed setting out the specific measurable actions that yield benefits in the
everyday lives of billions of people around the world.

1. Freedom from want: We must renew the fight against global poverty and
inequality. After so much progress, we cannot let efforts stall or unravel.
Instead, we must redouble our commitment to achieving the Global Goals and
ending extreme poverty everywhere by 2030. The huge progress on poverty
and preventable disease over recent decades risks stagnating — particularly
for diseases where eradication is within our reach. At the same time, building
resilience to climate shocks is an imperative for the most vulnerable countries
and the most vulnerable people within them. The goal should be an agreed stable
threshold on preventable diseases, education, and climate action. To do this,
governments should maintain strong funding for critical programs such as Gavi
and the Global Fund on AIDS, TB and Malaria; channel scarce ODA resources to
vulnerable countries; and tackle the global debt crisis and the cost of capital to
unlock countries’ fiscal space. We must also tackle inequality at its core, and
ensure development spend and foreign policy objectives can benefit whole
societies for the long term, rather than just respond to theirimmediate needs. This
requires more investment in programming that seeks to address discriminatory
structures, policies, and norms. It requires a progressive foreign policy approach
that adopts feminist principles to help dismantle structural inequalities and power
imbalances that trap people in poverty and deny their rights and freedoms.

2. Freedom from fear: We must stand together to defend democracy, human
rights, and political freedoms and respond to shrinking civic space. We must
acknowledge that women'’s rights are a bedrock to preserving these rights
for everyone. In a world increasingly shaped by conflict, misinformation, and
repression, all who believe in freedom must resist those who seek to undermine
it. This is particularly true in major conflicts such as Ukraine, Gaza, and Sudan.
2025 must bring resolutions to these conflicts. This must involve brave diplomacy,
adherence to international humanitarian law, and giving women a seat at the
decision-making table. And if these resolutions succeed, there will be a need for
a massive reconstruction package for these regions. As of December 2023, the
estimated reconstruction and recovery cost just for Ukraine alone over the next
decade stands at $486 billion.®° This must involve looking at innovative finance
approaches that can unlock resources needed, such as Special Drawing Rights
and frozen assets. 2025 also marks the 25th anniversary of the ratification of
the UN Women, Peace and Security agenda — a fitting time for governments to
commit to ensuring women are central to shaping inclusive and lasting peace.



3. Freedom to thrive: We must confront the climate crisis and environmental
destruction head-on. By shifting to clean energy, sustainable economies,
and circular models of production and consumption, aided by Al and digital
delivery platforms that empower local communities and citizens as well as help
policymakers with precision. By shifting to clean energy, sustainable economies,
and circular models of production and consumption, we can ensure that both
humanity and nature not only survive but thrive in a sustainable future. This
can create new economic opportunities allowing countries to transform their
economies and become self-sustaining into perpetuity. G20 governments can
rally behind country action plans that unlock finance by cracking down on tax
evasion, taxing polluters fairly, building a more transparent and representative
global financial system that represents the interests of developing countries and
respects their autonomy, and unlocking new resources through reform of the
World Bank and IMF.

Such an approach seeks to respond to the massive challenges facing the world today,
bringing creativity and innovation while recognizing the tough economic climate
governments find themselves in.

Nationally led development

This will require bringing together the sharpest minds and political champions to develop
strong ideas and have the courage to make deals to deliver them. The 2005 G8's Commission
for Africa provided a blueprint for the actions that followed. Today that blueprint should be led
by the countries most affected — and supported by partners in the global community.

Every country involved should have an equal seat at the table and each country should

chart its own development path. This would include national economic development plans,
leveraging Global South businesses and wise international investment, national taxation and
social spending plans that prioritize children’s welfare, and civil society holding governments
accountable.

Internationally supported

But significant global economies have a role to play in supporting such nationally led
development, through catalysing change and mobilising the tools at their disposal from
financial regulation to foreign policy.

This should include championing reform of institutions like World Bank and IMF, reforming
unjust and costly debt, and unlocking the trillions in the right kind of patient, long-term
private sector investment to grow strong and fair economies; championing progress on
global tax agreements and transparency; and unlocking climate finance to ensure low-
income countries can respond to the impacts of climate change and transform their energy
systems to be green and renewable.



HARD-HEADED HOPE

Itis easy to look back on 2005 as a more hopeful time — a world of peace, prosperity,
and shared ambition to tackle poverty and inequality. By contrast, the world of 2025 may
feel more fractured, facing climate catastrophe, conflict, inequality, economic instability,
and deepening polarization. It might seem tempting to lower our sights, to become more
cautious, less ambitious, and more self-interested.

But Mandela’s life reminds us that great victories are often born in the darkest times. After
27 years in prison, he emerged not with despair but with determination and led South Africa
to freedom. His legacy is a testament to hope, perseverance, and bold ambition. It teaches
us that precisely when challenges loom largest, we must resist the urge to retreat. Instead,
we must raise our eyes, recommit to justice, and act boldly to confront poverty, inequality,
and oppression. The past 20 years prove that large-scale progress is possible — and that we
can achieve it again. Breakthroughs against HIV/AIDS, the eradication of extreme poverty
for hundreds of millions, and advances in health and education all stand as proof of what is
possible when bold leadership meets determined action.

And acting on such a vision is not just a moral imperative. Itis in our shared interest. In
today's interconnected and globalized world, the challenges we face at home and abroad are
deeply linked. Wars, climate change, pandemics, migration, violence against women, and
international crime cannot be tackled by any one nation alone.

Today, we face a new moment of reckoning, but also of opportunity. By reviving Mandela's
spirit of hard-headed hope, we can once again match vision with pragmatism, ambition with
realism, and ideals with measurable outcomes. From rebuilding shattered communities in
Ukraine, Gaza, and Sudan to financing climate adaptation and sustainable development, the
world must unite around solutions that are both urgent and lasting.

The path forward requires courage, innovation, and cooperation. But above all, it demands
that we believe, as Mandela did, that progress is possible. Our generation’s challenge

is clear: to create a world where freedom, justice, and dignity are not distant hopes, but
shared realities.

Mandela's message endures: progress is possible — but only if we choose courage over
despair, ambition over retreat, and action over resignation. This generation’s challenge is no
less urgent than Mandela’s was. The question is: Will we rise to meet it?
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TRAFALGAR SQUARE, LONDON
FEBRUARY 5, 2005

Friends, | am privileged to be here today at the invitation of the campaign
to Make Poverty History.

As you know, | recently formally announced my retirement from public life
and should really not be here. However, as long as poverty, injustice and
gross inequality persist in our world, none of us can truly rest.

Moreover, the global campaign for action against poverty represents such
a noble cause that we could not decline the invitation.

Massive poverty and obscene inequality are such terrible scourges of
our times - times in which the world boasts breathtaking advances

in science, technology, industry and wealth accumulation - that they
have to rank alongside slavery and apartheid as social evils. The
global campaign for action against poverty can take its place as a
public movement alongside the movement to abolish slavery and the
international solidarity against apartheid.

And | can never thank the people of Britain enough for their support
through those days of struggle against apartheid. Many stood in solidarity
with us just a few yards from this spot. Through your will and passion

you assisted in consigning that evil system forever to history. But in this
new century, millions of people in the world’s poorest countries remain
imprisoned, enslaved and in chains. They are trapped in the prison of
poverty. It is time to set them free.

Like slavery and apartheid, poverty is not natural. It is man-made and it
can be overcome and eradicated by the actions of human beings. And
overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity. It is the protection of a
fundamental human right. The right to dignity and a decent life. While
poverty persists, there is no true freedom.

The steps that are needed from the developed nations are clear. The first
is ensuring trade justice | have said before that trade justice is that truly
meaningful way for the developed countries to show commitment to
bringing about an end to global poverty.



The second is an end to the debt crisis for the poorest countries.
The third is to deliver much more aid and make sure it is of the highest quality.

In 2005 there is a unique opportunity for making an impact. In
September, world leaders will gather in New York to measure progress
since they made that the Millennium Declaration in the year 2000. That
declaration promised to halve extreme poverty. But at the moment that
promise is falling tragically behind. Those leaders must now honour their
promises to the world’s poorest citizens.

Tomorrow here in London, the G7 finance ministers can make a
significant beginning. | am happy to have been invited to meet with them.
The G8 leaders, when they meet in

Scotland in July, have already promised to focus on the issue of poverty
especially in Africa. | say to all those leaders: do not look the other way.
Do not hesitate. Recognize that the world is hungry for action, not words.
Act with courage and vision.

I am proud to wear the symbol of this global call to action in 2005. This
white band is from my country. In a moment | want to give this band to
you, young people of Britain, and ask you to take it forward along with
millions of others to the G8 summit in July. | entrust it to you. I'll be
watching with anticipation.

We thank you for coming here.

Sometimes it falls upon a generation to be great. You can be that great
generation.

Of course the task will not be easy, but not to do this would be a crime
against humanity against which | ask all humanity now to rise up.

Make Poverty History in 2005. Make History in 2005.
Then we can all stand with our heads held high.

| thank you.
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