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DEAR PRESIDENT VON DER LEYEN,
We women leaders, in all diversity, thank you for your leadership in advancing
gender equality and the empowerment of girls and women across the world.
Girls and women suffered disproportionate setbacks during the COVID-19 pandemic, and this pattern will
continue as future humanitarian, climate, debt, and health crises converge. In the fight against HIV/AIDS,
in particular, it is no different. In many parts of the world, adolescent girls and young women are at a much
greater risk of acquiring HIV than boys and men of the same age. Gender inequality, discrimination, violence, and limited access to education heightens the risk of new infection, as well as untimely pregnancy.
This must change. We need renewed commitment to empowering girls and women, everywhere. For the
three young women that become infected with HIV every four minutes. For the 50 adolescent girls that die
daily from AIDS-related illnesses. For the caregivers of people living with HIV/AIDS in Africa, two-thirds of
whom are female.
In the coming weeks, our dedication to these girls and women will be put to the test. The Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria is seeking at least US$ 18 billion to continue its life-saving work over
the next three years, which will enable it to implement its new Strategy, the most ambitious to date when
it comes to advancing gender equality. This will reduce HIV incidence among adolescent girls and young
women in most affected countries by 72% by 2026. We are therefore calling on you to increase your contribution to the Global Fund by at least 30%.
Ending these diseases is just one face of the struggle for gender equality. We must also leverage the transformational power of education and step up action to protect sexual and reproductive health rights for all. For
millions of girls and women, these decisions will determine whether they are able to reach their full potential.
We are committed to doing our part, and we are calling on you to step up to the challenge. You have the
power and resources to help get us back on track and transform the futures of girls and women around the
world. Let’s finish the fight together.
Yours sincerely,
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